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MEDIA RELEASE - For medical media only

Rising stars in thrombosis to be recognised by the Leaders Of The Future Awards
6 May 2003 – Entries are invited for the 2003 Thrombosis ‘Leaders of the Future’ Awards, launched today to recognise the contribution of junior health care professionals in the current and future management and prevention of thrombosis.  The Thrombosis ‘Leaders of the Future’ Awards will reward each winner and their department or practice with a prize of £4,000 to support travel, education or services related to thrombosis management or prevention.
The awards were established in 2002 by the Thrombosis Quorum (TQ), an educational organisation steered by a group of renowned thrombosis-interested clinicians from primary and secondary care and supported by an educational grant from AstraZeneca. 
The awards are divided into four categories: 

· Clinical Management - to encompass innovations in investigation, diagnosis and/or treatment of thrombosis 

· Basic Science/Lab-based Research - to encompass original research or technical developments which have facilitated or advanced knowledge in support of clinical practice 

· Primary Care - to encompass innovations or developments of any aspect of thrombosis care in the community 

· Patient Focus - to encompass initiatives which aim to support patient education or involvement in their thrombosis care

Entries will take the form of a 2,000 - 3,000-word piece of writing describing current innovative practice in which the entrant is involved, or outlining their vision of how thrombosis management, diagnosis or prevention should move forward in the next three to five years to improve patient care.  The closing date for submissions is Thursday 31 October 2003.
The awards are supported by AntiCoagulation Europe, Association of British Neurologists, British Cardiac Society, British Geriatrics Society, British Orthopaedic Association, British Society for Haemostasis and Thrombosis, British Stroke Research Group, British Vascular Foundation, Guild of Healthcare Pharmacists, Primary Care Cardiovascular Society, Royal College of General Practitioners, Royal College of Nursing, Royal College of Pathologists, Royal College of Physicians of London, Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, UK Clinical Pharmacy Association and the Venous Forum of the Royal Society of Medicine.  
Speaking on behalf of the TQ, Dr Mark Davis, a GP in Leeds and Deputy Chair of the Primary Care Cardiovascular Society said, 
“For the first time last year the 'Thrombosis Leaders Of The Future Awards', recognised and rewarded the outstanding practical and innovative approaches to thrombosis management that many talented, younger healthcare professionals have been pioneering throughout the UK.  Due to the Awards’ success in 2002 and the expanded categories this year, there is an opportunity for further sharing of best practice between the many thrombosis-interested specialities which will hopefully lead to improved prevention, diagnosis and therapy of these conditions.”
Andrea Croft, an Anticoagulation Nurse Specialist at the Bro Morgannwg NHS Trust, Wales, a 2002 Leaders Of The Future award winner said, 
"Winning the 'Stroke Prevention in Atrial Fibrillation' category in the 2002 Thrombosis Leaders of the Future Awards has brought a number of benefits both for me in my professional capacity and has helped the anticoagulation patients in whose care I am involved.  In addition to the creation of a support group for patients in Atrial Fibrillation, the Princess of Wales Hospital Bridgend is now able to provide a wider range of advice and information through myself as a result of the in depth knowledge I gained from writing this paper.  The prize money will enable the purchase of equipment for the anticoagulation service including IT equipment and near patient testing equipment for use in a future project. It will also help support my further studies which will include travelling to the XX ISTH conference in Sydney, Australia, 2005."
Award entries are invited from any health care professional involved in the care of patients with, or at risk of thrombosis, such as those working in the areas of cardiology, general practice, general medicine, care of the elderly, haematology, pathology, neurology, surgery (orthopaedic, vascular, general), nursing or pharmacy (N.B. this list is not exhaustive).  Entrants should be under the age of 35, or have been practising within their profession for less than seven years.  Entries will be judged by members of the TQ Steering group and its supporting organisations.
The winner of each category will be presented with a cash prize of £2,000 to enable them to visit a centre of excellence in thrombosis or attend an international medical meeting or thrombosis-related training course.  Each winner’s department or practice will also receive a further £2,000 to support thrombosis-related services or education within their department or practice.  Certificates of commendation and prize monies of £500 will also be awarded to two further entries in each category.

Further information about the Awards and an application form can be obtained from Camilla Bull on 020 7318 8313, by e-mail at secretariat@thrombosisquorum.co.uk or by post: TQ secretariat, PO Box 4253, London W1A 6ST.

- ends -
Note To Editors:

· The Thrombosis Quorum is supported by an educational grant from AstraZeneca, ‘Innovators in Thrombosis Research’.

· The objectives of the Thrombosis Quorum are to facilitate sharing of best practice in thrombosis care through the development of innovative educational initiatives for health care professionals; and to facilitate better communication and information sharing between thrombosis-related specialities and between primary and secondary care.
· Members of the TQ’s Steering Group include: Professor Sam Machin, Consultant Haematologist; Professor Phillip Bath, Stroke Physician; Dr Mark Davis, GP and Deputy Chair of the Primary Care Cardiovascular Society; Dr David Fitzmaurice, GP and Senior Lecturer in Primary Care and General Practice, Professor Charles Forbes, General Physician; Professor Simon Frostick, Orthopaedic Surgeon; Professor Greg Lip, Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine; and Dr Nick Broughton, Medical Affairs Manager at AstraZeneca.
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